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“The RED II makes no specific provisions 
for 9 out of the 15 recommended 
criteria. For 3 of the 15 recommended 
criteria the RED II might be expected to 
deliver some indirect, but non-specific, 
support. In 3 of the 15 recommended 
criteria, the RED will deliver a direct 
policy signal.”



“It is important that those countries 
seeking to implement the RED II are 
aware of the relevance of the above 
sustainability criteria for the 
implementation of the RED II, because if 
the EU bioenergy policy is to meet its 
stated goal of reducing GHG emissions, 
such criteria will need to be 
implemented within national policy.”



So in conclusion:

• We are facing a climate emergency and urgently 
need more forest restoration

• Bioenergy has a role to play,  but only if it delivers 
significant, near-term reductions in emissions;

• The forest biomass criteria in REDII are largely 
meaningless, and won’t stop the growth in types 
of forest biomass that increase emissions 
compared to fossil fuels;

• Member States must implement stricter criteria 
at national level, for example by restricting 
incentives to fast-decaying wastes and residues 
with no other uses.




